
Fishes of San Francisquito and Matadero watersheds
Native species
California roach Lavinia symmetricus abundant
hitch Lavinia exilicauda uncommon, associated with Searsville Reservoir
Sacramento blackfish Orthodon microlepidontus uncommon
Sacramento sucker Catostomus occidentalis abundant
rainbow trout/steelhead Oncorhynchus mykiss abundant
threespine stickleback Gasterosteus aculeatus abundant
prickly sculpin Cottus asper common in lower reaches
riffle sculpin Cottus gulosus scattered in SFC 

Non-native species
goldfish Carassius auratus occasional
common carp Cyprinis carpio occasional
golden shiner Notemigonus crysoleucas one record from 1990s
black bullhead Ameiurus melas occasional
yellow bullhead Ameiurus natalis occasional
brown bullhead Ameiurus nebulosus common
rainwater killifish Lucania parva common in downstream reaches
western mosquitofish Gambusia affinis common
green sunfish Lepomis cyanellus common, many hybrid Lepomis
pumpkinseed Lepomis gibbosus present, many hybrid Lepomis
bluegill Lepomis macrochirus common, many hybrid Lepomis
redear sunfish Lepomis microlophus common, many hybrid Lepomis
largemouth bass Micropterus salmoides common
black crappie Pomoxis nigromaculatus uncommon, associated with Searsville Reservoir

Native species not recorded in watersheds, but found in other South Bay drainages or near where San Francisquito Creek enters
Pacific lamprey Lampetra tridentata
Western brook lamprey Lampetra richardsoni
river lamprey Lampetra ayresi
white sturgeon Acipenser transmontanus
green sturgeon Acipenser medirostris
hardhead Mylopharodon conocephalus
Sacramento squawfish Ptychocheilus grandis
speckled dace Rhinichthys osculus reported by CDFG from Los Trancos Creek, but never verified
coho salmon Oncorhynchus kisutch



chinook salmon Oncorhynchus tshawytscha
coastrange sculpin Cottus aleuticus
staghorn sculpin Cottus armatus
Sacramento perch Archoplites interruptus
tule perch Hysterocarpus traski

Non-native species, not recorded form watershed but found in general area
American shad Alosa sapidissima
threadfin shad Dorosoma petenense 
fathead minnow Pimephales promelas 
white catfish Ameiurus catus 
channel catfish Ictalurus punctatus 
brown trout Salmo trutta 
inland silverside Menidia beryllina 
striped bass Morone saxatilis 
smallmouth bass Micropterus dolomieu 
white crappie Pomoxis annularis 



Amphibians of Stanford and vicinity
Native species
western toad Bufo boreas abundant
Pacific treefrog Pseudacris regilla abundant, formerly Hyla regilla
California red-legged frog Rana aurora draytonii found in several locations at Stanford
foothill yellow-legged frog Rana boylii old reports from area, likely extirpated
California tiger salamander Ambystoma californiense fairly common in areas surrounding Lagunita, old records from San Mateo County portions of campus
black salamander Aneides flavipunctatus found only at a few locations (along San Francisquito Creek at Jasper Ridge)
arboreal salamander Aneides lugubris abundant
California slender salamander Batracoseps attenuatus abundant
ensatina Ensatina eschscholtzii occasional in higher elevation areas
rough-skinned newt Taricha granulosa common 
California newt Taricha torosa abundant

Non-native species
tiger salamander Ambystoma tigrinum various eastern tiger salamander subspecies are occasionally found on campus
bullfrog Rana catesbeiana abundant in many locations on campus

Native species not recently recorded at Stanford, but is present in other parts of the South Bay 
California giant salamander Dicamptodon ensatus found with several kilometers of Stanford, and reported directly upstream in San Francisquito system 



Reptiles of Stanford and vicinity
Native species
western fence lizard Sceloporus occidentalis abundant
coast horned lizard Phrynosoma coronatum (blainvillii) formerly from chaparral areas of Stanford, likely extirpated
northern alligator lizard Elgaria coerulea uncommon in higher elevation areas
southern alligator lizard Elgaria multicarinata common
western skink Eumeces skiltonianus common
western whiptail Aspidoscelis (Cnemidophorus) tigrus formerly from chaparral areas of Stanford, likely extirpated
northern Pacific rattlesnake Crotalus viridis common upland parts of Stanford
rubber boa Charina bottae few records from Stanford and vicinity
western aquatic gartersnake Thamnophis atratus uncommon
western terrestrial gartersnake Thamnophis elegans uncommon
red-sided gartersnake Thamnophis sirtalis not uncommon in vicinity of Lagunita, considered intergrade between T. s. infernalis and T. s. tetrataenia
common kingsnake Lampropeltis getula common
sharptailed snake Contia tenuis locally common
ringnecked snake Diadophis punctatus locally common
western racer Coluber constrictor common
gopher snake Pituophis catenifer common
night snake Hypsiglena torquata found in several locations at Stanford
chaparral whipsnake Masticophis lateralis formerly from chaparral areas of Stanford, possibly extirpated
western pond turtle Actinemys (Clemmys) marmorata scattered in San Francisquito watershed

Non-native species
red-eared slider Trachemys scripta elegans occasionally found in area
grey-banded kingsnake Lampropeltis alterna specimens are found every few years

Native species not recently recorded at Stanford, but present in other parts of the South Bay 
California mountain kingsnake Lampropeltis zonata not recorded from Stanford, but found in vicinity
sagebrush lizard Sceloporus graciosus not recorded from Stanford, but found in southern part of Santa Cruz Mountains
California legless lizard Anniella pulchra not recorded from Stanford
side-blotched lizard Uta stansburiana reported from area (Stebbins1985), but specific records lacking
black-headed snake Tantilla planiceps not recorded from Stanford, but found in southern part of Santa Cruz Mountains



Birds of Stanford and vicinity

acorn woodpecker Melanerpes formicivorous 1 1 = recent record from Stanford or vicinity
Allen's hummingbird Selaphorus sasin 1 2 = historic record from Stanford
American acocet Recurvirostra americana 1 3 = occasionally in region, not recorded from Stanford
American coot Fulica americana 1
American crow Corvus brachyrhynchos 1
American goldfinch Carduelis tristis 1
American kestrel          Falco sparverius 1
American pipit Anthus rubescens 1
American robin Turdus migratorus 1
American wigeon Anas americana 1
Anna's hummingbird Calypte anna 1
ash-throated flycatcher Myiarchus cinerascens 1
bald eagle          Haliaeetus leucocephalus 1
band-tailed pidgeon Columba fasciata 1
barn owl Tyto alba 1
barn swallow Hirundo rustica 1
belted kingfisher Ceryle alcyon 1
Bewick's wren Thryomanes bewickii 1
black phoebe Sayornis nigricans 1
black-and-white warbler Mniotilta varia 1
black-crowned night-heron Nycticorax nycticorax 1
black-headed grosbeak Pheucticus melanocephalus 1
black-throated gray warbler Dendroica nigrescens 1
blue-gray gnatcatcher Polioptila caerulea 1
Brewer's blackbird Euphagus cyanocephalus 1
brown creeper Certhia americana 1
brown-headed cowbird Molothrus ater 1
Bullock's oriole Icterus bullockii 1
burrowing owl        Athene cunicularia 1 not recorded as nesting at Stanford since late 1800s/early 1900s
bushtit Psaltriparus minimus 1
California gull Larus californicus 1
California horned lark Ereophila alpestris actia 1
California quail Callipepla californica 1
California thrasher Toxostoma redivivum 1
California towhee Pipilo crissalis 1
Canada goose Branta canadensis 1



canvasback Aythya valisineria 1
Caspian tern Sterna caspia 1
Cassin's vireo Vireo cassinii 1  = solitary vireo
cedar waxwing Bombycilla cedorum 1
chestnut-backed chickadee Poecile rufescens 1
cinnamon teal Anas cyanoptera 1
cliff swallow Petrocheliodon pyrhonota 1
common goldeneye Bucephala clangula 1
common merganser Mergus merganser 1
common moorhen Gallinula chloropus 1
common nighthawk Chordeiles minor 1
common poorwill Phalaenoptilus nuttallii 1
common raven Corvus corax 1
Cooper's hawk Accipiter cooperi 1
dark-eyed junco Junco hyemalis 1
double-crested cormorant Phalacrocorax auritus 1
downey woodpecker Picoides pubescens 1
eared grebe Podiceps nigricollis 1
European starling Sturnus vulgaris 1 exotic
evening grosbeak Coccothraustes vespertinus 1
Forster's tern Sterna forsteri 1
fox sparrow Passerella iliaca 1
gadwall Anas strepera 1
golden eagle                    Aquila chrysaetos 1
golden-crowned kinglet Regulus satrapa 1
golden-crowned sparrow Zonotrichia atricapilla 1
grasshopper sparrow Ammodramus savannarum 1
great blue heron Ardea herodias 1
great egret Casmerodius (Ardea) albus 1
great horned owl Bubo virginianus 1
greater scaup Aythya marila 1
greater yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca 1
green heron Butorides virescens 1
green-winged teal Anas crecca 1
hairy woodpecker Picoides villosus 1
Harris's sparrow Zonotrichia querula 1
hermit thrush Catharus guttatus 1
hermit warbler Dendroica occidentalis 1



herring gull Larus argentatus 1
hooded merganser Lophodytes cucullatus 1
hooded oriole Icterus cucullatus 1
horned grebe Podiceps auritus 1
horned lark Eremophila alpestris 1
house finch Carpodacus mexicanus 1
house sparrow Passer domesticus 1 exotic
house wren Troglodytes aedon 1
Hutton's vireo Vireo huttonii 1
killdeer Charadirus vociferus 1
lark sparrow Chondestes grammacus 1
Lawrence's goldfinch Carduelis lawrencei 1
Lazuli bunting Passerina amoena 1
lesser goldfinch Carduelis psaltria 1
Lincoln's sparrow Melospiza lincolnii 1
loggerhead shrike Lanius ludovicianus 1
long-eared owl Asio otus 1
MacGillivray's warbler Oporornis tolmiei 1
mallard Anas platyrhynchos 1
merlin Falco columbarius 1
mew gull Larus canus 1
mourning dove Zenaida macroura 1
Nashville warbler Vermivora ruficapilla 1
northern flicker Colaspes auratus 1
northern goshawk Accipiter gentilis 1
northern harrier  Circus cyaneus 1
northern mockingbird Mimus polyglottos 1
northern pintail Anas acuta 1
northern pygmy owl Glaucidium gnoma 1
northern rough-winged swallow Stelgidopteryx serripennis 1
northern shoveler Anas clypeata 1
Nuttall's woodpecker Picoides nuttallii 1
oak titmouse Baeolophus inornatus 1
olilve-sided flycatcher Contopus cooperi 1
orange-crowned warbler Vermivora celata 1
osprey Pandion haliaetus 1
Pacific-slope flycatcher Empidonax difficilus 1
peregrine falcon Falco peregrinus anatun 1



pie-billed grebe Podilymbus podiceps 1
pine siskin Carduelis pinus 1
prarie falcon Falco mexicanus 1
purple finch Carpodacus purpureus 1
pygmy nuthatch Sitta pygmaea 1
red-breasted nuthatch Sitta canadensis 1
red-breasted sapsucker Sphyrapicus ruber 1
redhead Aythya americana 1
red-naped sapsucker Sphyrapicus nuchalis 1
red-shafted flicker Geotrygon montana 1
red-shouldered hawk Buteo lineatus 1
red-tailed hawk Buteo jamaicensis 1
red-winged blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus 1
ring-billed gull Larus delawarensis 1
ring-necked duck Aythya collaris 1
ring-necked pheasant Phasianus colchicus 1 exotic
rock dove Columba livia 1 exotic pigeon
ruby-crowned kinglet Regulus calendula 1
rufus hummingbird Selaphorus rufus 1
sage sparrow Amphispiza belli 1
saltmarsh common yellowthroat Geothypis trichas sinuosa 1
savannah sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis 1
Say's phoebe Sayornis saya 1
sharp-shinned hawk Accipiter striatus 1
short-eared owl Asio flammeus 1
snowy egret Egretta thula 1
song sparrow Melospiza melodia 1
spotted sandpiper Actitis macularia 1
spotted towhee Pipilo maculatus 1
Stellar's jay Cyanocitta stelleri 1
summer tanager Piranga rubra 1
surf scoter Melanitta perspicillata 1
Swainson's thrush Catharus ustulatus 1
swamp sparrow Melospiza georgiana 1
Townsend's solitaire Myadestes townsendi 1
Townsend's warbler Dendroica townsendi 1
tree swallow Tachycineta bicolor 1
tricolored blackbird Agelaius tricolor 1 not breeding colonies



turkey  Meleagris gallopavo 1 exotic
turkey vulture Cathartes aura 1
varied thrush Ixoreus naevius 1
Vaux's swift Chaetura vauxi 1
violet-green swallow Tachycineta thalassina 1
warbling vireo Vireo gilvus 1
western bluebird Sialia mexicana 1
western kingbird Tyrannus verticalis 1
western meadowlark Sturnella negleta 1
western screech owl Otus kennicottii 1
western scrub-jay Aphelocoma californica 1
western tananger Piranga ludoviciana 1
western wood-pewee Contopus sordidulus 1
white-breasted nuthatch Sitta carolinensis 1
white-crowned sparrow Zonotrichia leucophrys 1
white-tailed kite Elanus caeruleus 1
white-throated sparrow Zonotrichia albicollis 1
white-throated swift Aeronautes saxatalis 1
Wilson's warbler Wilsonia pusilla 1
winter wren Troglodytes troglodytes 1
wood duck Aix sponsa 1
wrentit Chamaea fasciata 1
yellow warbler Dendroica petechia 1
yellow-rumped warbler Dendroica coronata 1
California condor Gymnogyps californianus 2 not recorded at Stanford since early 1970s
purple martin Progne subis 2
roadrunner Geococcyx californianus 2 not recorded at Stanford since late 1800s/early 1900s
yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus americanus 2
bald eagle          Haliaeetus leucocephalus 1
bank swallow Riparia riparia 3
California least tern Sterna antillarum browni 3
Swainson's hawk Buteo swainsoni 3 non-breeding pair observed not too far from Stanford in 1999
California black rail Laterallus jamaicensis coturniculus 3
California clapper rail Rallus longirostris obsoletus 3
common loon Gavia immer 3
ferrugnious hawk Buteo regalis 3
western least bittern Ixobrychus exilis hesperis 3
willow flycatcher Empidonax traillii 3



Mammals of Stanford and vicinity

Native species notes and museum specimens
ornate shrew Sorex ornatus present CAS

Trowbridge's shrew Sorex trowbridgii present CAS

vagrant shrew Sorex vagrans present MVZ

shrew-mole Neurotrichus gibbsii found in vicinity CAS

broad-footed mole Scapanus latimanus present CAS

California bat Myotis californicus present CAS

western small-footed bat Myotis ciliolabrus present Statewide exc coastal redwoods

Yuma bat Myotis yumanensis present CAS

little brown bat Myotis lucifugus present Statewide exc SW

Long-legged bat Myotis volans present CAS

fringed bat Myotis thysanodes present CAS

long-eared bat Myotis evotis present CAS

silver-haired bat Lasionycteris noctivagans present N 1/2 exc. C. Val.

western pipistrelle Pipistrellus hesperus present S

big brown bat Eptesicus fuscus present in area CAS

desert red bat Lasiurus blossevilli present CAS (often lumped under L. borealis)

hoary bat Lasiurus cinereus present CAS

Townsend's long-eared bat Corynorhinus (Plecotus) townsendii present -- no maternal site known on campus CAS

pallid bat Antrozous pallidus historic maternal sites on campus CAS

guano (Mexican free-tailed) bat Tadarida brasiliensis common CAS

western mastiff bat Eumops perotis present S

big free-tailed bat Nyctinomops macrotis present MVZ

brush rabbit Sylvilagus bachmani present CAS

Audobon's cottontail Sylvilagus audobonii scattered in region, likely at Stanford MVZ

black-tailed jackrabbit Lepus californicus common CAS

Botta's pocket gopher Thomomys bottae abundant CAS

California pocket mouse Chaetodipus californicus present CAS

Western harvest mouse Reithrodontomys megalotus present CAS

parasitic mouse Peromyscus californicus abundant CAS

deer mouse Peromyscus maniculatus abundant CAS

brush mouse Peromyscus boylii present in area CAS -- south of SU

pinyon mouse Peromyscus truei abundant CAS

dusky-footed woodrat Neotoma fuscipes annectans common CAS

California meadow vole Microtus californicus abundant CAS

Merriam's chipmunk Tamias merriami common in higher elevation areas CAS 

California ground squirrel Spermophilus beecheyi abundant CAS

western gray squirrel Sciurus griseus common CAS

coyote Canis latrans common CAS

gray fox Urocyon cinereoargenteus common in higher elevation areas CAS

ringtail cat Bassariscus astutus uncommon in most of CA, possibly in region (Castle Rock?) Statewide ex deserts, C. Valley

raccoon Procyon lotor abundant CAS

long-tailed weasel Mustela frenata not uncommon in Santa Cruz Mountains (including Jasper Ridge), occasionally in lower 
f hill  d 

CAS

striped skunk Mephitis mephitis common CAS



spotted skunk Spilogale putorius few records in area, doubtful currently at SU CAS

badger Taxidea taxus one record in last decade, 2006 road kill in Colma CAS

mountain lion Puma concolor not uncommon in Santa Cruz Mountains (including Jasper Ridge), occasionally in lower 
f hill  d bobcat Lynx rufus common CAS

black-tailed deer Odocoileus hemionus common CAS

Non-native Species
red fox Vulpes vulpes not uncommon at Stanford CAS

beaver Castor canadensis introduced to Santa Cruz Mountains, but not seen at Stanford CAS

Virginia opossum Didelphis virginiana common, arrived in Bay Area ~ 80 years ago CAS

eastern gray squirrel Sciurus carolinensis common CAS

fox squirrel Sciurus niger common CAS

feral hog Sus scrofa found within 3 miles of Stanford

feral cat Felis silvestris common

domestic dog Canis familiaris occasional

European rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus formerly common at Red Barn

black rat Rattus rattus common

Norway rat Rattus norvegicus scattered across area CAS

house mouse Mus musculus common CAS

muskrat Ondatra zibethicus not common out of Central Valley, native to extreme NE and SE CA

Close or historically at Stanford
narrow-faced kangaroo rat Dipodomys venustus historically from area, not recorded in many years CAS

Heermann's kangaroo rat Dipodomys heermanni historically from area, not recorded in many years CAS from San Jose

desert woodrat Neotoma lepida possibly present when more chaparal present at SU se of San Jose

mink Mustela vison one report from area not likely

elk Cervus elaphus extirpated from area

pronghorn Antilocapra americana extirpated from area

black bear Ursus americanus extirpated from area occasionally reported south of SU

grizzly bear Ursus arctos extirpated from area CAS

river otter Lontra canadensis not expected at Stanford, but in Delta Sierra Nevada, Casc, N Coast Ranges

porcupine Erethizon dorsatum not recorded from Stanford very few records from Santa Cruz Mountains

gray wolf Canis lupus Extirpated


